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ES Flower City	 City Council
 
The Corporation of the City of Brampton 

Date: May 28, 2015	 BRAMPTON CITY COUNCIL 

BAT£-Jl°^- IZ201SFile: JBC(CRE)2015	 oats.^

Subject:	 Recommendation Report: Credit Valley Heritage Trail 

Contact:	 John Spencer Manager- Parks and Facility Planning, 
Engineering and Development Services 905-874-3954 

Overview: 

•	 The Credit Valley Trail Consortium is a partnership between Credit Valley 
Conservation and Credit Valley Heritage Society. The Consortium is seeking 
support from the City of Brampton and other watershed municipalities, to 
create a Credit River Valley Trail Master Plan. The plan would seek to establish 
an inter-regional, heritage tourism trail, through the Credit River Valley from 
Lake Ontario to Orangeville. 

•	 The development of a Credit River Valley Trail will be a significant and positive 
objective and would expand upon Brampton's rich legacy of valleyland trails 
and the promotion of cultural heritage. 

•	 Staff is recommending that the City of Brampton support the Consortium and 
this initiative and that staff be directed to participate in the steering committee 
that will formulate a plan to facilitate the trail's development. 

Recommendations: 

1. THAT the report from John Spencer, Manager, Parks and Facility Planning, dated May 
28, 2015 to the City Council Meeting of June 17, 2015 re: Recommendation Report 
Credit Valley Heritage Trail (File R15.PAT) be received; 

2.	 THAT the City of Brampton support the Credit Valley Trail Consortium in the creation of a 
Trail Master Plan for an inter-regional heritage tourism trail along the Credit River 
Watershed, and; 

3.	 THAT staff be directed to participate in the Credit River Trail Steering Committee. 

Background: 

Brampton prides itself on its recreational trails network. Many of these trails utilize the natural 
river and creek valleys that wind their way through the city. The most notable, continuous trail 
in Brampton is located along the Etobicoke Creek, which runs the entire length of the City, 
from the Caledon border to Mississauga. Brampton is currently working with the Toronto and 



HMH-2
 

Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) on the West Humber River inter-regional recreational 
trail, through the Claireville Conservation Area connecting into Toronto and Lake Ontario. The 
City's third prominent river system is the Credit River Valley, running through Brampton's 
west end from the Town of Halton Hills to Mississauga. Although the concept of a 
recreational trail following the Credit River has been identified in plans dating back to 1956, 
no such trail has been established through Brampton, to date. 

Each of the aforementioned major river systems have been identified as 'River Valley 
Connections' in the Provincial Greenbelt Plan, 2005 connecting the Greenbelt to local, 
regional and provincial scale natural heritage, water resource and agricultural systems, 
including Lake Ontario. The Greenbelt Plan recognizes that a system of parklands, open 
space and trails across the plan area provides opportunities for recreation, tourism and 
cultural/natural heritage appreciation, as well as supporting environmental protection. In May 
2010, the Brampton Environmental Planning Advisory Committee (BEPAC) passed 
Resolution EPA003-2010 to support in principle, the addition of public lands in the Credit 
River Valley and Humber River Valley Corridors in the Provincial Greenbelt, and for staff to 
report back to BEPAC and the Planning, Design and Development Committee regarding the 
potential benefits, feasibility and opportunity of participating with the request to add these 
lands to the Greenbelt Plan. 

In the past year, Credit Valley Conservation (CVC) has partnered with the Credit Valley 
Heritage Society (CVHS) to create the Credit Valley Trail Consortium (CVTC). Their goal is to 
see the creation of an inter-municipal, heritage-oriented, multi-purpose trail, along the entire 
length of the Credit River, from Lake Ontario to the river's headwaters, in the vicinity of 
Orangeville (Appendix #1). The CVTC is now seeking the City of Brampton's support to work 
cooperatively in the development of the trail through Brampton. 

A secondary goal that comes from the development of a continuous trail up the Credit River 
Valley is the long-term protection of the valley and surrounding lands and the promotion of its 
many cultural heritage resources. The valley is home to many prominent and important 
natural and cultural resources. A trail enhances access to these resources and enhances the 

public's connection to the river and the valley. 

In May 2014, the Credit Valley Heritage Society delegated to the Brampton Heritage Board 
and received the Board's endorsement, in principle, for the creation of an inter-regional 
heritage tourism trail along the Credit River Watershed (See Appendix # 2). 

In March 2015, the CVTC sought support from each of the watershed municipalities along the 
Credit River in the creation of a trail master plan. Staff supplied the CVTC with a letter of 
support. The Consortium prepared a further list of deliverables that it promoted through its 
grant application which have been appended for further clarification of the project (Appendix 
#3). 
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Current Situation: 

Much of the land flanking and within the Credit River Valley through Brampton remains in 
private ownership. Only a few significant parcels are currently in City-ownership. There are 
several significant private holdings that have limited the pursuit of a trail (e.g. Lionhead Golf 
Course). The limited public ownership of lands in the valley, combined with no formal plan, 
has resulted in only nominal efforts to date to develop a continuous Credit River Trail in 
Brampton. 

The CVTC's vision of an inter-regional, heritage-focused, tourism trail along the entire 113 km 
length of the Credit allows each municipality to focus its efforts in a unified, collective way. It 
is likewise helpful in fostering land securement efforts to achieve the trail's construction. 

To assist in articulating the vision for this trail through Brampton, staff identified a conceptual 
long-term routing for the trail through Brampton (see Appendix # 4). Further ratification of a 
route would be ultimately dependent on landowner consent and regulatory agency approval. 
Staff and the CVTC plan to initiate a formal outreach effort to inform landowners and promote 
the fact that this is a long-term project that is also budget-dependent. Interim routing around 
properties that are unavailable in the short term would be identified. In the long term it is the 
collective objective to have a trail that is as closely connected to the valley and the river 
specifically, as possible. 

Land assembly for this project is aided by the Greenland Landowner Securement Contact 
and Education Program. This program was initiated by staff in 2012 with the support of the 
Region of Peel. Staff, in conjunction with an external consultant has identified land parcels 
throughout the City (and the broader Region) that would be beneficial for conservation. 
Landowners are contacted and made aware of the program and informed of options for their 
consideration, to protect all or portions of their land. Donations, ecogift, conservation 
easements are all options that a landowner can consider. The municipality may also consider 
purchase of select lands, pending funding availability. Both the Region of Peel and the CVC 
can assist in providing matching funds to assist with purchase. Brampton is currently in 
negotiations with a landowner in the Credit River Valley that, if acquired, could potentially 
accommodate a portion of the Credit River Valley Heritage Trail. As the trail plans become 
more defined, the Securement Program is anticipated to be a valuable resource to facilitate 
the trail's development. 
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Corporate Implications: 

Although the creation of a Credit River Valley trail is a long-term City goal, the Credit Valley 
Trail Consortium (CVTC) offers an opportunity to take proactive steps to facilitate its 
development. The CVC will be providing a presentation in support of this initiative (Appendix 
#5). 

Staff from Planning and Infrastructure Services and Economic Development and Tourism 
have and will continue to be the points of contact for this project. It is anticipated that staff 
from these departments will be involved in the Credit River Trail Steering Committee and the 
creation of the Trail Master Plan. 

Financial Implications: 

The creation of a trail master plan (2015) will bear no immediate financial obligation to the 
City of Brampton. However, future acquisition of lands (where necessary), the construction of 
the trail and its maintenance would ultimately be the City's responsibility. Staff will report back 
on cost projections and funding sources, as the initiative progresses. 

Strategic Plan: 

The development of a trail and the support of the CVTC fulfil the Strategic Plan's priorities by 
reinforcing the strategic initiative to 'Expand the Inventory of Lifestyle Amenities' through the 
tactic of 'Continu(ing) to develop and maintain attractive parks and open spaces' and by 
educating residents on the importance of environmental and cultural heritage resources. It 
also fulfills a number of other priorities related to Economic Development (tourism) and 
Environmental Stewardship/Heritage Preservation. 

Conclusion: 

Brampton identified a trail along the Credit River in its 2002 Pathways Master Plan. While 
there has been no development of this trail in Brampton to date, the promotion of an inter 
regional, heritage-focussed recreational trail by the Credit Valley Conservation, the Credit 
River Valley Heritage Society and all the member municipalities in the Credit River 
Watershed creates a significant opportunity. This amalgam of agencies and municipalities, 
working for a common goal of linking the Lake Ontario shoreline to the headwaters of the 
Credit, creates a momentum that would be difficult to achieve by any one, singular body. Trail 
development along the Credit River Valley corridor will create opportunities to expand the 
City's trails network, promote the Credit's significance from a cultural and historic perspective 
and serve as a tourism attraction for the City. 
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Staff participation in the Steering Committee that is being formed with the CVC and the 
CVHS will allow Brampton to become more active in the securement of lands for the trail and 
bring enhanced focus to this long-term strategic goal. The final master plan will be presented 
to Council for its review and endorsement, upon its completion. 

IL
JohipSpetTC	 lichael Won 

Manager, nd Facility Planning Executive Director 

Enqineeri evelopment Services Engineering & Development Services 

Appendices: 

1.	 Credit Valley Heritage Trail - Vision 
2.	 Recommendation from the Brampton Heritage Board 

3.	 Key Deliverables 

4.	 Proposed Credit River Valley Heritage Trail Through Brampton - (Map) 
5.	 Presentation from Credit River Valley Conservation) - A Vision for the Credit: 

Credit River Valley Heritage Trail 

Approval for Submission: 

Chair, SMT 
Department Chief 
Chief Administrative Officer 6//J-L 
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Appendix # 1
 
Credit Valley Heritage Trail - Vision
 

£§d Credit Valley 
( \ < Comervation 

Vision for the Credit Valley Trail 
CREDIT VALLEY 
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LEGEND Additional Features 

Proposed Credit Valley Trail Transportation Network 
*~\^ Main Trai Highway 

Proposed Credit Valley Side Trail Road 
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Appendix # 2
 
Letter of Support - April 2015
 

Recommendation from the Brampton Heritage Board
 

rfi*iORRAMPTO M	 Corporate Services 
U IXMIVII lull	 Council and Administrative Services 

brompionco Flower City 
May 9, 2014 

Susan Robertson 

President, Credit Valley Heritage Society 

The following recommendation from the Brampton Heritage Board Meeting of April 15, 2014 
was considered by the Planning, Design and Development Committee on May 5, 2014 and 
by Council on May 7, 2014: 

HB041-2014 1.	 That the delegation of Susan Robertson, President, Credit Valley 
Heritage Society, to the Brampton Heritage Board Meeting of April 
15, 2014, re: Creation of an Inter-Regional Heritage Tourism 
Trail along the Credit River Watershed in Southwest 
Brampton (File G33) be received; and, 

2.	 That the proposal for the creation of an inter-regional heritage 
tourism trail along the Credit River Watershed in southwest 
Brampton be endorsed, in principle; and, 

3.	 That the proposal be referred to the Board's Heritage Resources 
Sub-Committee for review; and, 

4.	 That, following review by the Sub-Committee, the proposal be 
forwarded to staff for review and a report back to a future 
Brampton Heritage Board meeting. (RML #2014-030) 

By copy to this correspondence to the following individuals, this matter is being referred for 
the actions outlined in Clauses 3 and 4 of the subject recommendation: 
•	 Lynda Voegtle, Chair, Heritage Resources Sub-Committee 
•	 Stavroula Kassaris and Katrina Guy, Heritage Coordinators, Planning and Infrastructure 

Services (RML #2014-030) 

Yours truly, 

Terri Brenton 

Legislative Coordinator, City Clerk's Office 
Tel: 905.874.2106 / Fax: 905.874.2119 / TTY: 905.874.2130 

e-mail: terri.brenton(5)brampton.ca 

(HB-E 1) 

The Corporation of The City of Brampton 
2 Wellington Street West. Brampton. ON L6Y 4R2 ran 

http:terri.brenton(5)brampton.ca
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Appendix # 3
 
Key Deliverables
 

Expected Results 

What do you want to accomplish? 
We want to create the Credit Valley Trail Master Plan. 
Identify impact on Greenbelt and Foundation's goals: 
The Credit Valley Trail Master Plan will advocate for the urban river valley designation, promote greater 
public land securement for the Greenbelt and will help encourage a deeper understanding for communities 
along the Credit about the significance of the Greenbelt to their quality of life. 

Activities 

What individual actions and steps did you complete to 
be successful? 

1	 Formation of Steering Committee. Designed to meet 
on at key milestones (approximately 4 meetings) of 
the projects development. Inaugural meeting set for 
April 30th, 2015. Ongoing discussions and contact 
made regularly through email and blogs. Separate 
meetings with individual groups to be held when 
particular info is required. Sub-groups will develop 
from the steering committee for specific components, 
i.e. marketing. 

2	 Hosting of Municipal Leaders Forum designed to 
bring together local decision-makers in the watershed 
to share the main messages of the project and to 
generate their enthusiasm and support. 

3	 Strong partnership development with the Mississauga 

of the New Credit First Nation as the First Nation 

ancestral to the Credit River. Working alongside First 

Nations representatives to promote their history and 

the developing linkages between the natural and 

cultural heritage along the Credit. 

Performance Indicators 

How did you measure your success? 
Include quantitative and qualitative 
measures. 

1.	 High attendance and participation. 
2.	 Strategic information and resource 

sharing to advance the project. 
3.	 Investment for implementation. 
4.	 Project twinning and incorporation of 

project into municipal plans and 
policies. 

5.	 Host 4 steering committee meetings. 

1.	 Participation from a member of every 
council in the watershed. 

2.	 Development of local political 
champions for the project. 

3.	 Support at local council delegations. 
4.	 Endorsement of final Trail Master Plan 

at local council meetings. 
5.	 Host 1 municipal leader forum. 
6.	 Delegations councils or committees of 

council: Halton Hills, Caledon, 

Brampton and Mississauga (1 each). 

1.	 Sharing of history for inclusion in the 
project development. 

2.	 Endorsement and support to incorporate 
the Moccasin Trail concept. 

3.	 Identification of sites of cultural and 

natural significance to be incorporated 
and promoted as part of the trail. 

8 
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Activities	 _ Performance Indicators 

5 Identification of lands to be secured into the public 1. Identification of gaps of land in public 

trust along the trail alignment. ownership for Optimal Route and Side 
Trails and alternate routes 

2.	 Identification of known/perceived 
barriers to public ownership 

3.	 Formation of Land Securement Cabinet 

to develop appropriate strategies for 
land securement (donation, purchase, 
easement, agreement etc.) 

6	 Identification of features of natural and cultural 1. All key significant cultural and natural 

interest along the route.	 features identified. 

2.	 Information pertinent to the stories of 
each feature collected and developed 
into a storyline to be included in final 
report in relation to how they connect to 
the Greenbelt. 

3.	 Approximately 20 sites to be identified. 

7	 Diverse and well attended public engagement events 1. A broadly informed public on behalf of 
in partnership with various partners. the Trail. 

2.	 Greater public support for the concept 
as well as for growing the Greenbelt. 

3.	 Hosting 1 event upon the project's 
completion in partnership with vested 
stakeholders, steering committee 
participants and municipal leaders. 

8	 Compiling, writing and publication of the final master 1. Final product that is reviewed and 
plan, including logo design. supported by the steering committee. 

2.	 Well received by local councils. 
3.	 Considered for incorporation into future 

municipal planning documents. 

9 Articles in local newspaper and journals to increase 5 articles, including Newspaper coverage 
exposure of the trail to the public as well as raise from delegations, including a feature article 
interest and support for the concept and the Greenbelt. in CVC's 2016 Currents magazine to 

210,000 watershed residents. 

10 Communicating the message. 1. Formation of a project website with 
blog that provides project updates at 
regular intervals as well as highlights on 
recent accomplishments and news on 
local events and activities taking place 
on behalf of the project. 

2.	 Production of banner display. 
3.	 Production of a 2-4 page brochure for 

public consumption. 
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Appendix # 4 - Proposed Credit Valley Heritage Trail through Brampton 

Bl BRAMPTON 
mi Flower City 

y
• '• 

PROPOSED CREDIT RIVER VALLEY HERITAGE TRAIL 

City-Cwied Parkland 

Future VaSeylands 

Ensting Bridge Crossing 

Proposed Bndge Crossing 

CVC/OP Crest ot Slope 2012 

E«sting Pathway 

Trans Canada Pipeline 

Toronto Electric Railway 

Lionhead Gotl and Country Club Cemetery Land Proposed Credit Trail Alignment Credit Rrver 

APRIL 2015 M14f»lA«'i*Pno<OQWl Heritage Properties 
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Appendix # 5 

(Presentation from Credit Valley Conservation) 

A Vision for the Credit
 

Credit River Valley Heritage Trail
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Credit Valley 
CVC Conservation 

A Vision for the Credit
 

Credit Valley Heritage Trail
 
Brampton Council 

June 17* 2015 

By David Beaton 

?(BiaB!»«»>,»' 

Vision for the Credit Valley Trail 
-ft 

Vision for the Credit 

Vision existed since 1956 

Lake Ontario to Headwaters north
 

of Orangeville
 

Highlights cultural and natural
 

heritage
 

Promotes active recreation, 

economic development, and 

tourism 
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Vision for the Credit Valley Trail 

Vision for the Credit 

•	 Partnership between Municipalities, 

trail groups, tourism experts, and 

community groups 

•	 113 km main trail as displayed 

•	 Connects Waterfront Trail, Trans 

Canada Trail, Bruce Trail, 

Greenbelt Trail 

•	 72 km (64%) exists as part of
 

existing trailways
 
•tffvxvd Om» MMy St* TfM 

•	 12 km gap in public ownership
 

through Brampton
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PROPOSED CREDIT RIVER VAILEY HERITAGE T*AlL 
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Future V3lk"TiOr«3S 
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&^ BRAMPTON C-ly-OAred Pa>tLyid
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Linking the Cultural and Natural Heritage 

K"'VS I Credit Valley 
CVC I Conservation 
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Celebrating First Nations History and Heritage 

S^S I Credit Valley 
( A (I I Conservation 

The Shared Path 

R$jl I Credit Valley 
CVC I Conservation 
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Credit Valley 
CVC Conservation 

Securing the Trail 

• Limited public ownership 

•A - '*>•• <Mh ^;-
* 

• Partner on Greenland Landowner 'i • - •• 

-1, **•Securement and Education Program #5 '•"./" 
•; •>: '•'." % 

' • - '• Efforts under way to secure property in •?^;-".. 
- ._ 1 

2015 

• Identification of ideal route will provide 
"• 

'_l~^r~~~~~ 
focus for more active securement of
 

lands r
 

Credit Valley 
CVC Conservation 

Securing the Trail (continued) 

Conduct outreach to potentially
 

affected landowners
 

Partner on Peel Greenland 

securement 

Future funding for 

design/construction will require 

allocation of municipal funds 

(e.g. development charges) and for
 

land assembly (e.g. cash in lieu of
 

parkland).
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fl^5 Credit Valley 
CVC Conservation 

Growing the Greenbelt - Urban River Valleys 

•	 Connecting Greenbelt to Lake Growing the gfcg-*> 
Ontario &Rural to Urban GREENBELT -,„ I 

•	 Mississauga is pursuing 

designation of public lands within A TO"1™ 
Credit River valley corridor 

•	 Credit Valley Conservation in 

support of designation of CVC 

lands 

^^fcL\^^P^^^^ •siP^^ *— 

Credit Valley 
CVC Conservation 

Connecting Brampton 

•	 Watershed partnership will help the 

partners achieve their portions of 

the system 

•	 Build regional interconnectivity for 

active transportation and tourism 

potential 

•	 Master Plan will be presented for 

review for endorsement in 2017 
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Project Partners
 

Credit Valley ^8l

ckx: Conservation CREDIT VALLEY 
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M*>L- ♦ 1HE HILLS Of Bruce Trail 
" HEADWATERS CONSERVANCYHERITVCE ♦* O U » I S M ASSOCIATION 

CALEDON HILLS CLUB 
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W-OIIVISI Club 

'Canada 
crccjil river parks
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Credit Valley 
CVC Conservation 

Together, it's our nature to consetye 
and our future to shape. 

CREDIT VALLEY 




